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Synopsis

Accessible and authoritative: the #1 text in physical anthropology. Author Clark Larsen, a leading
figure in the field and a teacher at The Ohio State University, knows firsthand the level of detail that
students need to grasp the major concepts. With even more of the unparalleled art and thoughtful
pedagogy found in the First Edition, coverage of the latest discoveries and theories, and expanded
treatment of several key topics, Our Origins, Second Edition, provides students with the tools they
need to visualize and remember key concepts and to answer the A¢a -A“Big QuestionsA¢a —A«in

physical anthropology.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“l tell other instructors that Our Origins is the best introductory text available. | think that
itAga —a,¢s great because it provides enough information but not too much. It doesnA¢a -4,¢t
overwhelm the students, so they actually do the reading.A¢a -Ae - Emily Brunson, University of
WashingtonA¢a -A“[Students] are very enthusiastic about the book, and many comment that they
are reading ahead of the lectures just for fun. | think the illustrations also are very attractive and
draw students into the text.A¢a —A« - Margaret Streeter, Boise StateA¢a -A“This text does a good
job of narrowing down the field into something that can be presented in a single semester. | was
impressed with the quality of the images. The double-page summary figures were extremely
effective in summarizing the main points and highlighting important concepts.A¢a -A- - Sara Lynch,
Queens CollegeA¢a -A“l found the text immediately attractive in a number of ways: very clearly

and logically organized, very complete, written in a very engaging and approachable style, great



pedagogical tools, and wonderful visuals.A¢a —As - Chris Loeffler, Irvine Valley CollegeA¢a -A“This
is an interesting text that explains much of the material in a more engaging way than most texts on
the market.A¢a —A-« - Mark Griffin, San Francisco StateA¢a —A“l love the A¢ga -EceBig
QuestionsA¢a -4,¢ at the beginning of each chapter. This really is a helpful tool for students, so
that they can focus on the main aspects of each chapter. The visuals are great! Most students are
visual learners and seeing the illustrations and pictures aids in the learning process.A¢a —As -
Victoria Buresch, Glendale Community CollegeA¢a —A“The text is well written. The single author
provides excellent continuity in theme and tone.A¢a -As - Thomas Wynn, University of Colorado,

Colorado Springs

Clark Spencer Larsen heads the Department of Anthropology at Ohio State University, Columbus. A
native of Nebraska, he received his B.A. from Kansas State University and M.A. and Ph.D. from the
University of Michigan. ClarkA¢a -4,¢s research is in bioarchaeology, skeletal biology, and
paleoanthropology. He has worked in North America, Europe, and Asia. He has taught at the
University of Massachusetts, Northern lllinois University, Purdue University, and the University of
North Carolina. Since 2001, he has been a member of the faculty at Ohio State, where he is a
Distinguished Professor of Social and Behavioral Sciences. He teaches introductory physical
anthropology, osteology, bioarchaeology, and paleoanthropology. Clark has served as president of
the American Associations of Physical Anthropologists and as editor-in-chief of the American
Journal of Physical Anthropology. In addition to Our Origins, he has authored or edited 25 books
and monographs, including Bioarchaeology; Interpreting Behavior from the Human Skeleton,
Skeletons in Our Closet, Advances in Dental Anthropology; and A Companion to Biological

Anthropology.

An interesting textbook at a good price.

Good!

One of my favorite books, and classes. If you've taken Anthropology, it makes you see things in a
whole different way. This book has a lot of good information, and if your class requires it, it's

affordable, too. You don’t have to invest too much on this. I'd definitely recommend it to

Anthropology students, or anyone who’s interested. It'll make you want to change your major.



This book stated that it was in good condition. Although it is currently meeting the needs of my class
the book in my opinion is not in good condition as it has many highlighted sentences in it. | find this
to be very distracting when doing my own learning. The cover was in fair condition with folds and
wrinkles and there were some pages torn. In my opinion the book should have been rated "fair

condition" rather than "good condition" and been sold for a reduced cost than what | paid for it.

The author is the same as a textbook | needed for a class, and this book was an amazing help! |

love it!

| enjoyed this book a lot in my Human Evolution course last semester, however there was quite a bit
of information that our professor provided us that was very important or at least good to know, but
was not in this book. In the book’s defense, this is a field that is rapidly growing right now. Still will

definitely be holding onto it for a while though.

This book was somewhat useful , however it had writing notes all over the pages and the cover if
the book is a little wornout pribably because so many people have had to use this book as well! But

other than that , the book came at perfect timing.

Love it the books are cheaper here then at my college bookstore
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